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Transportation

Although the glow of stimulus funding has yet to fade, the
transportation industry's attention already has turned to the
inlpeding congressional debate over the successor to SAFETEA­
LU, the far-reaching transportation-funding legislation that
e;\:pires at the end of September.

House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee Chair­
man James L. Oberstar CD-Minn.) vowed in early June there
would be no extensions of the existing bill. So far, however, there
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ton's $1.46-billion program to construct four new light-rail lines,
the Delaware River Port Authority's 500-million, 17.5-mile
diesel light-rail line between Lyndenwall and Glassboro, .].,
and numerous streetcar projects under consideration from Sac­
ramento to Colwnbus, Ohio.

Honolulu hopes to break ground later this year for the first
segment of what will eventually be a $5.4-billion, 20-mile ele­
vated light-rail line. In November 2008, Los Angeles voters
approved a sales tax increase that will provide $40
billion to transit and other projects over the next 30
years.

But the most talked-about element of transit has
been high-speed rail, thanks to the Obama adminis­
tration's pledge of $8 billion in immediate funding
and an additional $5 billion to be spread over five
years, beginning in 2010.

Eric Keen, national transportation director for
HDR, Omaha, considers investment in high-speed
rail long overdue. "But it's good the federal govern­
ment is taking the lead in planning and funding a
system that will serve us for years to come," he says.

STV's Amodei, whose firm is leading the prelim­
inary engineering and EIS for the Orange County to

Los Angeles segment of California's 800-mile High­
Speed Train project, agrees the investment is a great
start, "but more will be needed to even approach what
other countries already have," he says.


